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Is morality really ñobsoleteò?  That's the question that syndicated columnist David Brooks of the 

New York Times was asking this past week, as he reflected on what Americans seem to be  

saying and doing in our generation.  His focus was on the young adult cohort of Americans, but 

in fact, this question applies across the generations in this first decade of our new century. Brooks 

claims that itôs typical for many people in our generation to say:  If it feels right to me, then it is.   

Brooksô new book titled Lost in Transition documents how people in this new decade are  

becoming detached from traditional moral norms that have been taught by our societyôs faith 

communities (Christian and non-Christian), and increasingly view moral decisions as ñjust a  

matter of personal tasteò.  While we in the church continue to teach the Ten Commandments as 

our guide to making moral choices, and point to Jesusô great commandment to love our neighbor 

and serve God and others for Christôs sake, there is a mood or attitude at large in our society  

today thatôs pulling people away from biblical norms of good and evil, right and wrong. 

Pastoral colleagues with whom Iôve discussed this recently all agree:  While as grace-focused  

Lutherans we donôt want to see a legalistic, un-loving, judging spirit unleashed in society, the  

pendulum seems to be swinging in the opposite direction these days, especially in the urban  

communities where most of us live and work.  We see it operating in politics, in the workplace, in 

schools and on campus, and in families, where itôs less possible than it has been in our own  

lifetimes to spot living examples of selfless commitment to others among our national leaders in 

government, business, the arts, and the professions.   

Brooks doesnôt offer us an answer to this problem, he simply draws attention to the evidence he 

sees.  And in the church, we do find it more challenging to recruit people for ñmembershipò than 

it has been, especially among young adults, who are less interested in making commitments than 

ever, and typically express distrust for institutions of all kinds, including faith communities. 

Which is why many churches place less emphasis these days on ñjoiningò than we do on  

honestly serving our neighbors, especially those in need.  The same young adults who are skeptical 

about committing themselves to organizations like the church, also seem to be eager to work  

together with others in clear, transparent efforts to care for our hurting brothers and sisters.   

As a committed servant community ourselves, we at S.O.C. Church will continue to make our 

appeal to others through being focused on and engaged in mission.  I invite those of you who care 

about extending the Good News of Christ to the world, to join our congregationôs mission  

effortsé.  Not only to help our sisters and brothers in need, but also to attract others to the  

person and work of Jesus Christ.    Service these days is no longer just service.  Itôs todayôs form of 

pre-evangelism, the magnet that increasingly draws todayôs generation toward faith.   

ñFaith at workò is todayôs believable faith.                    Grace and Peace,  

                            

Cross+Currents  

Pastor Alan Rider 

 Pastor Al+ 
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Message from the President 

This month I am featuring S.O.C. Board  

Vice President, Bill Bushlack. Bill has been attending 

S.O.C. since 1995. As Vice President and member of 

the Executive Board, Billôs job is to lead all special  

projects that donôt fall under one of the other  

committee members responsibilities. In addition to 

this new role, Bill serves in many other capacities for 

the church. He served on the Oktoberfest committee. He is also involved with Mission and 

Endowment, Stewardship, Sabbatical and the Property Committee. 

According to Bill, ñOne of the best things about S.O.C. is the people. I am excited about 

our passion for mission, and I like our traditional values.ò 

Bill has a vision for the church. ñI want to work toward engaging current members to be 

more active, and I want to find ways to increase the number of new members.ò 

ñWe have a strong foundation and a wonderful congregation who can reach out to the  

community, invite friends and neighbors and welcome each and every new visitor with open 

arms,ò said Bill. ñIf we do this we will see our church family grow and many blessings will 

follow.ò 

Bill said he looks forward to the upcoming year. He anticipates a fulfilling year. If you want 

to be more involved and have ideas for S.O.C. programs or want to be involved in any  

existing committees, contact Bill Bushlack.  

ñI look forward to working with lots of individuals on various projects, and I am excited 

about the mission and future of this church,ò said Bill. 

Bill is the co-owner of Gateway Service Group, an Insurance Agency based in Denver, CO. 

He enjoys golf, boating and is a member of LifeTime Fitness Center. He is married to 

Lynne and they have two children; Ryan, 25, who lives in Indianapolis and works for  

Medical Device Co. and Katie, 21, a senior at Purdue University.        

 

               Blessings, Dan Burris 
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This yearôs church picnic was 

held Sunday, Aug. 28. It was 

a beautiful sunny, warm day, 

and we were blessed to  

worship and fellowship  

outdoors at Louis J. Jenn 

Park. Our guest speaker was 

Linda Elkins from Our  

Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

She talked about their  

summer programs. The  

picnic was sponsored by the 

Worship and Parish  

Life Committees. 

    We are preparing college care packages again.  

    Cindy Stone is coordinating the program. Please  

    continue bringing donations for the packages and place 

    them in the Narthex. Items needed include: school  

    supplies, food snacks such as gum, popcorn bags, etc. We 

    will collect supplies until Oct. 9 and then pack them that 

    Sunday  between the two  services. If you have not turned 

    in your  student's fall address, please do so as soon as  

possible. We are still missing quite a few. Send addresses to Janet Mann at  

janet@servantsofchrist.org. We need supplies for approximately 15 students. Thank you 

for supporting our college students.    

Help us with college care packages  
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Order your Christmas cards  

We are currently taking orders for Christmas cards 

to support the Village of Hope in Haiti on Sundays 

until Oct. 9. The designs were done by children at 

the orphanage. There are three Christmas card 

designs and one blank card with messages in English 

and Creole. In one box, you will receive 16 cards, 

four of each design, for $20. Please consider 

ordering them today. The orders will be mailed back Oct. 29, so you will have them in 

November. Please see Julie Benson, Karen Rider or Cindy Stone for questions. 

Thank you. 

CAFE Neighborhood Center has added a new service for area residents: a fresh  

produce truck from Green Bean Delivery will be at CAFE once a week, every  

Wednesday at 5 p.m. This service will bring fresh, locally gown, in-season produce 

to a neighborhood that has become a ñfood desertò with the closing of the latest  

grocery store. Our patronage will help launch and keep open this much needed  

service to the neighborhood. Find the truck every Wednesday at 5 p.m. at  

38th and Post Road. 


