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Itôs time for a bit of catch-up on our congregationôs various mission ventures.  So here is a bit of news 

from here, there, and everywhere on our mission partners, locally and around the globe: 

Liberia ï Many years ago, our congregation took up the cause of rebuilding and supporting the  

Lutheran mission hospital in the west African nation of Liberia following a disastrous war.  As a  

result, Dardhe Lake (who grew up there) found our congregation years ago when he moved to  

Indianapolis.  Now Dardheôs father, the Rev. David Lake, who was the chaplain at Phebe Hospital 

and a sponsored SOC missionary, has died at the age of 103, the oldest still-active pastor in Africa.  

Or perhaps anywhere!  We give thanks for Pr. Davidôs long and courageous and fruitful life and  

ministry, and offer Dardhe and his extended family our heart-felt sympathy.   

Haiti ï The recent synod-sponsored mission trip to Haiti has returned.  Pr. Cindy Geissen stayed on 

after the others came home, to take an immersion course in spoken Haitian Creole.  New ventures 

are being planned to support youth and children and education.  Karen Rider will be meeting with 

the rest of the team in the coming weeks, and we will hear more soon. 

The Sharing Place ï Our local Lutheran-sponsored food pantry at First Trinity Church on 42nd 

Street has expanded its outreach enormously in the past two years since relocation.  We will be  

honoring our own S.O.C. team of Saturday volunteers on Sunday, Nov. 14, both here at  

worship, and also at the Indianapolis Ministerium meeting that afternoon.  And thanks also to all of 

you who give and support this venture in caring for our neighbors who are unemployed, elderly 

and disabled. 

Bill & Becky Graves  ð are on their way home as we go to print, having just completed their latest 

church-building assignment in Helena, MT:  Our Redeemer ELCA, a $4.5M mega-church project 

twice the size of S.O.C., on a 20-acre campus!  They hope to enjoy the holidays (and their family) 

here in Indy for a few weeks before taking a new Mission Builders assignment in the Spring.  The  

possibilities for their next job include North Dakota, Oregon or San Diego, CA.  Bill says heôs still 

ñpumped up!ò This new life as missionaries has been everything they hoped for, and more. 

Lutherwood ï The new S.E.E.D. program at Lutherwood (Spiritual Engagement, Education &  

Development) just called a Deaconess Intern to a newly-funded position as associate chaplain at our 

regional facility caring for troubled kids of all ages, and helping families to be strengthened and  

nurtured.  Iôve been a member of the development team for S.E.E.D., and our S.O.C. Mission  

Endowment Fund purchased worship books and Bibles to launch the weekly worship services in the 

new Lutherwood chapel.  Thanks be to God for this outstanding ministry to families. 

         Grace and Peace,
                            

        

Cross+Currents  

Pastor Alan Rider 

 Pastor Al+ 
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Always giving of his time and talent to  

Servants of Christ, Ted Stoneberg, plays an 

active part in many of the endeavors of the 

church. Ted and his wife, Carla, joined  

Servants of Christ in 1996 and for nine years 

commuted to the church from Anderson.  

Initially the church became special to the 

Stonebergôs because it was close to their 

daughter, Michelle, and her husband, Chad. 

They visited the church with them and after visiting decided to join. 

 

ñWe appreciate S.O.C.ôs mission outreach and stewardship emphasis,ò said Ted. ñNow we 

have roots and connections with many in the church as well as lots of cherished memories.ò 

 

ñMy goal for S.O.C is simple,ò said Ted. ñI hope that we can re-interest younger  

families to join the mission and participate fully in our congregational life.ò 

Ted currently serves as chair of the Worship and Music Committee. He coordinates the 

Menôs Breakfast at S.O.C. and this year is leading the Wired Word Adult Sunday School 

class. Most summers, Ted helps with vacation bible school. He chaired the call committee 

that nominated Pastor Rider to be our pastor. He also served as the interim pastor for two 

months when Pastor Schumacher was in Florida, and he has supplied the pulpit and  

celebrated the Eucharist when Pastor Rider has been away. 

 

Ted is Professor Emeritus of Pastoral Care and Counseling from Anderson University 

School of Theology where he taught for 25 years. His wife, Carla, was a home health care 

and hospice nurse for St. Johnôs Hospital in Anderson. Ted and his wife, Carla, have two 

daughters Michelle, married to Chad Hammond, and Cindy, married to Kevin Ridgeway. 

                

              Blessings, Dan Burris 
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S.O.C has formed a new communications committee to address the current needs of the 

church in an ever-changing environment.  

ñWith todayôs increasing use of technology and websites and new media, we saw a need to  

review our current communications initiatives, and to work to plan and implement new  

strategies for the future,ò said Bill Bushlack, Vice President, Church Council. 

 

Gradually you will begin to see a ñnew lookò on all S.O.C. materials, building on the  

progress we made in our last effort, a year ago, with Julie Bensonôs leadership. 

 

ñItôs an exciting time for S.O.C.,ò said Bill. ñIt is a time to review all that we have been  

doing to reach not only our current church members, but to ñreach outò to those in the  

community that could become future members.ò 

 

Bill said, ñThe changes wonôt happen overnight but gradually you will begin to see small 

changes in the way we communicate and what our communication looks like. Those small 

changes will lead to an overall cohesive, coordinated communication effort.ò 

ñWe are excited about our plans for the coming year,ò said Bill. 

The communications committee will meet once a month to set goals and deadlines for  

implementing new strategies. 

Newly designed  

communications pieces. 
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Most likely you have seen the signs hanging around 

the church with a plea for new or gently used winter 

coats to be donated to residents at Lutherwood,  

children ages 6-21. 

As winter and cold weather rapidly approaches, 

please remember that there are children who do not 

have winter coats. 

Help them weather the storms of cold and snow by 

donating a coat to Lutherwood to be distributed to 

those children in need.  

Please deliver the coats to Lutherwood or drop them 

to the church office and we will arrange delivery. 

Your donation will keep a child warm this winter. Thank you for your generosity! 

Start planning now for our special Sing-A-Long ð  

pajama party Dec. 9. This is for all ages. We will spend the 

first hour singing carols followed by cookies and milk. Prizes 

will be awarded for the best PJs for girls, boys, ladies and 

men. Admission cost is an item donated for Lutherwood. 

More details coming! 

Plan now for special holiday sing -a-long  

Holiday help needed  

Our rustic Advent/Christmas manger may have seen itôs last Christmas. After many yearsô 

service, itôs falling to pieces. Is there anyone handy with tools who could take a look at  

either patching it together again, or putting some new backbone in it? Weôd need that done 

in the next couple of weeks, or our Christmas crèche figures may have to do without a roof 

over their heads this Advent season. Call Pastor Al or the church office if you are able  

to help! 



Selah Book Group  

Sophia will meet Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 7 p.m. at the home of Karen Rider for Christmas 

fellowship. The group will choose some ñlightò holiday reading.  Judy Anderson has  

provided some suggestions (see sidebar). We can choose from one of these titles, or  

perhaps you have a favorite Christmas-themed book you have already read to share with 

the group. R.S.V.P. to Karen at 765-350-0158 or krnrider@gmail.com by Friday, Dec. 10. 

This would be a great opportunity for ladies who are new to our congregation to get  

acquainted with others. 
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The monthly Menôs Breakfast meeting will be Nov. 12 

from 8:30ð10:00 a.m. We continue to use the Lincoln 

Square Pancake House for carry out breakfasts. If you 

wish to order a breakfast, please sign up for it at our 

church Narthex or contact Ted Stoneberg at 336-7897 

by noon the Friday before. We will prepare coffee and 

have orange and apple juice at the church, or you may 

bring your own beverage. If you forget to order  

breakfast, you are still welcome to join us for coffee and 

conversation. You may bring your own take-out  

breakfast. Our discussion will be stimulated by  

Dorothy Bassôs book, Practicing Our Faith, but you will 

not need any preparation to join the discussion. 

Menõs Breakfast Meeting  

Sophia Book Group  

Selah will meet Nov. 29 at the home of Kathy Bender, 15867 Dolcetto 

Dr., Fishers. The group will discuss The Help by Kathryn Stockett.   

Book and Study Groups at SOC  

ñSkipping Christmasò 

by John Grisham 

 

ñThe Christmas Listò 

by Richard Paul Evans 

 

ñThe Christmas Boxò 

by Richard Paul Evans 

 

ñHe Sees You When  

Youôre Sleepingò 

by Mary Higgins Clark and 

Carol Higgins Clark 



Advent begins in November. 

Our first mid-week service in 

Advent will be 7:30 p.m.  

Nov. 30. Our mid-week  

Advent services will also be 

held on the following three  

Wednesdays in December at 

7:30 p.m.:  

December 7, 14, 21. 
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Advent is right around the corner  

Plan now to attend the annual Christmas Cantata at Servants of 

Christ. This yearôs cantata, Lessons and Carols Christmas Day, will 

be performed Dec. 18. 

Mark your calendar for the Christmas Cantata  

Special Thanksgiving service  

We will celebrate Thanksgiving Wednesday,  

Nov. 23, at 7:30 p.m. Please join us for a  

special service. Give thanks to God as we celebrate 

Thanksgiving and look forward to Advent. 

New ideas planned for spring  

Several of our worship committee members attended the recent ñSYNODFESTò event, 

and we brought home some great worship ideas. Look for dramatic presentations during 

our forthcoming Lenten season. We will be trying some new musical ideas, too, including 

sung prayer responses and a sung Communion prayer on festival days. 
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Order your Poinsettias today  

It is time to order Poinsettias again for the Altar. Order 

envelopes have been placed in mailboxes. Flowers are $9 

each and payment is needed when you place your order. 

Sunday, Nov. 20, is the last day to order to guarantee our 

color choices. 

Mark your calendar for Star of Wonder, the childrenôs Christmas musical.  

The performance will be Sunday, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. Come and see the  

Star of Wonder that helped mark the miraculous birth of our Savior! 

Star of Wonder, Christmas Childrenõs Musical 

Oktoberfest a success  

Thanks to everyone who participated and volunteered their time in this yearôs  

Oktoberfest. The event was a success and a special thanks goes out to all of our  

dedicated S.O.C. members.  


