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Stewardship is our
'cesponsi,bi,l,i,ty in
ta,ki,ng cave of
God’s gifts of
creation and giving

back to God from

those same gtfts.

~Sistee Amalia Camacho

‘MINISTRYI TALENT x EH

TEACH
GENEROSITY
CARING
G RO MISSIO
: EQU IP I_LEN

T T
‘'O
T
m

LO
HO

H So
NZR
TO2
L;g
2=

HEALTH NEW

Nisson _| CHALLENGE 22 o ([JOPPORTUN!TY -

VOLUNTEER 7 = TREASUREm.'J:CeYITH

GRAC E HOP Ec z = EATEJ?§$£$EIRSTFRUITS

2 ) FAITH 2
“FIRSTFRUITS 11 ITICOMMITMENT

DISCIPLESHIPLIFES
R JJ woDELTEACH

ABUNDANCE

m
MISSION 2 VOLUNTEER

o

CLOVE
JOY D

==

Saints Alive! Living Generously

—1 Corinthians 16:1-4 (NRSV)
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Pastor Alan Rider

Cross+Currents

A blessed new year to one and al | For
surprises from God, and opportunities to serve one another and our neighbor in ways that
make Christ visible. For S.O.C. congrega
unigue summer as we implement the Lilly Clergy/Parish Renewal Grant that we received
this past year. That grant has two aspects to it:

Parish Renewadl As a missionriented congregation, S.0.C. has nurtured many new
ministers and ministries in the past quacemtury; and under this grant, we wilVist

that history. Wedve invited back a numbe
mi ssion and ministry career s, who wi || f
our former seminary interns. And webre ¢
Grace congregation, our fAdaughter o paris

appearing on roughly alternating weeks in June, July, and August. And there will be
fellowship eventsvith foodtdp mark the beginning of our creative summer, and the close
of it.

We 61 | print a schedule of whobés preachin
be no special fundising for this: The grant from Lilly Endowment covers 100 percent of
the expenses.

Pastoral Renewd/The other half of the story is the amazing renewal experience that my
family and | wil/l receive as a gift from

During June, our focus is Germany. We served in Frankfurt am Main for 6 years back in
19861992, when our boys were still quite small. Their personalities were formed (for Mark
from age 3 to 9, and for David as a newborn to age 6) in a uniqueutitoss, biingual
environment that gave them both a global perspective that they still retain as young adults.
But neither of them have any memory of the places where they lived, went to school, and
grew up. So all four of us will be spending 10 days visiting Frankfurt (our home), and
Passau (where Mark did a summer as a college exchange student), and Prague (where w
helped found the new international church shortly after the Russians pulled out of

Czech Republic).

After Karen and the boys return home fro
another couple of weeks in Germany taisg some of the historic Luther sites that | once
took people to on some 20 tour groups, to refresh my own knowledge, and to possibly
prepare another tour for the summer of 2l ond6t p. 3)



Message from the President

Greetings and a Happy New Year to you all. We look forward to 2012. After this issur, we

will continue to feature our current Council Members throughout the new year. Our t
is busy preparing and planning for a successful year at S.O.C.

am

As we embark on our Stewardship Program, please pray faithfully about the contributions

you can make to S.0.C. We are thankful for the generous donation of your time, tale|
and resources, and we pray for Godoés
given. We pray for your heart to be opened and for you to gain a clear vision of what
would like to support at S.0.C. We need your help to continue to grow and to spread
Goddés word to our family, friends and
mind and allow God to lead you in supporting our mission at S.0O.C. Thank you.

God Bless. Happy New Year. Blessings, Dan Burris

Cross+Currents (con ot )
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Then in July and August, Karen and | will be hitting the road, heading West. We plaf to

drive across the country to the Pacific and back, with a couple of continuing educatia
contacts for me, dozens of photo opobs

of retreat at our Lutheran Holden Village in Washington State, and visits to old friend
several places. And if Bill and Becky Graves turn out to land the assignment that Mi

n
for

5 in

Esion

Builders is opening in Oregon this sufpmmer

hardly waité

Pastor Al

neighbors.

Kar en

we 0 |
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Prayer:
Patient God, we
hold the question
of hopeful stewar
Week by week,
nudge us toward

confident

Stewardship Campaign underway
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iNow concerning the
follow the directions | gave to the churches of Galatia.

On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside
and save whatever extra you earn, so the collections need
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not be taken when | come. And when | arrive, | will send
any whom you approve with letters to take your gift to
Jerusalem. If it seems advisable that | should go also, they
a ¢ ¢ oInQoranthigns 1641 NRSV
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Concerning the collection for the saints in Jerusalem,
Paul has instructions for the Corinthians. The directions
given to the churches of
enlistment of the Corinthian church. Such a large
undertaking, and one that is evidently new to the growing Gentile congregations, required

Ga

Saints Alive! Living Generously

—1 Corinthians 16:1-4 (NRSV)

generosity. As we clear guidance.

set aside our

offerings, in our

homes and in our

congregation, bleg
them and teach U
in our giving and

in our loving.

Amen.

The first day of the week the Lordods

Christ, has already found significance among followers of Christ. It is a day set apart from

or

ot her days as foll owers gathered and fide
fellowship to the breaking of bread and

the Lordds Day was a part of the rhythm

Sgommunity.

sPaul 6s direction included several signif

1
1

The giving was to be regular: the first day of every week.

Giving on the first day connected it to the shared life of the community and related it
to the resurrection of Christ.

Everyone within the community of faith was called to participate, from the wealthy
person to the servant.

Putting aside an offering each week would likely have been an act within the
household rather than a public act.

fPeople who were poor would be more likely to be able to participate by the discipline of

putting away funds as they argse.on 6t p . 5)




Worship notes

The remodeling project
We are thankful for the completion of our altar renewal project under the able directic
Matt Bowman, with solid assistance from Terry Stewart and Mike Bowman (woodwo
Judy Anderson (kneeling pads). The final staining of the railing was finished on Satu
January 7.

New ideas

With the arrival of January, we switch back to the music of our most fangsliart t,i njg 4 0

which we will use consistently until summer at the 9:00 a.m. traditional service at S.C

We will be learning to chant the Communion prayer during the coming months, and Will

also be encouraging members of the congregation to voice glaykrd he intent is to

make our petitions for those who are on our prayer list more meaningful and immedigte.

Our music intern

Congratulationsnd thanks to Olesya, who has been taking organ lessons from our o
Addie Yoder, and who played her first worship service on Christmas Eve. Great job,
Olesya! Thank you for sharing your musical gifts.

Mission Fest, January 15

Wedre | ooking forward to hearing from
January 15, as they present the story of their recent year as Mission Builders, illustrg

photos that will take us right to the site of their adventures: lowa, Valparaiso IN, twol

camps here in Indiana, Minnesota (Bil

not only going to tell us about buildings that went up, but also about the wonderful p(l\ople

who worship and serve in those church and camp buildings, and how the Holy Spirit
nurtured their own faith along the ("o
9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

Stewardship ( condt)

As individuals within the community saved funds regularly, they would be prepared for

Paul 6s arrival and the offering. An u
people, would not be necessary. Preparation for the offering, week by week and acc
to each personds ability, could be an
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Christmas Cantata enjoyed by all

Thank you to the S.0.C. choir and orchestra for a wonderful Christmas Cantata this year.
This annual musical performance is always a moving experience and a highlight of the
Christmas season.

A service of
hope, peace,
joy. and love
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Julie Lamb sisteindaw of Janet Mann, sent a special note to say thank you for all of the
prayers as she battles illness.

Joycesent a thank for all of the prayers. She feels blessed by a miracle and is feeling bet
every week.



