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Itôs officially here, and all too soon ð 

the hustle and bustle of the Christmas 

season. Weôre busy putting up  

Christmas trees, hanging lights,  

decorating the house, baking cookies 

and Christmas shopping. Adults are 

making Christmas wishes. Children are 

making Christmas lists. Shoppers are 

flocking to the malls and everyone 

seems to be standing in long lines,  

waiting, waitingé   In all of the rush and planning, itôs easy to forget the true meaning of 

the season. Advent is a time to renew, to refresh our spirits, and to remember that God 

came among us in the birth of Jesus Christ. And is still with us. We give thanks for the 

birth of a special child who makes all the difference. Weôre constantly trying to plan and 

cope with an uncertain future. So during this season, itôs important to stop and reflect on a 

dependable past. Rather than waiting all upset while standing in lines at the mall, why not 

come and take your seat surrounded by friends to hear the greatest story ever told, a  

message to renew your hope and faith? Hear what God has done to secure your future. Hear 

about a child born in a barn who brings us fullness of life. Why not bypass those lines at the 

mall, leave your holiday worries and stresses at the door, and enter a sanctuary, open your 

heart, and feel the warmth of Christmas around you as you take a wonderful, peaceful  

journey. So yes, itôs officially hereé at last!  

         Grace and Peace,
                            

Cross+Currents  

Pastor Alan Rider 

 Pastor Al+ 

College Care Package Thank Youõs  

Lindsay Stone thanks the S.O.C. family for the care package 

sent to her. She appreciates the thoughtfulness and feels 

blessed to have so much love and support. 

Beth Reinke also thanks S.O.C. for the college care package. 

She said it was such a nice surprise to come home to especially 

after mid-terms. 
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Duke and Judy Anderson came to S.O.C. in the fall of 2006.  ñPrior to coming to S.O.C. 

we were members of a very family-oriented Episcopal Church in Omaha,ò said Judy. ñWe 

were disappointed in our visits to Episcopal churches in Indy and turned our search to the 

ELCA Lutheran partner at the seminary of the southwest. When we first came to S.O.C. we 

had a number of Junior and Senior High Youth and a very active youth group and a few 

parish life activities. It was part of what attracted us to S.O.C.  We enjoy our friendships at 

S.O.C. But I am concerned as a look around the parish and notice the aging of the parish, 

and the small number of 20 to 50 year olds.ò 

Judy has been involved in a number of activities at S.O.C.  She assisted with sewing  

costumes for Bethlehem, helped with VBS, often in the crafts area, and helped in  

organizing the education closet.  

Judy represents Parish Life on the Council. ñThe mission of the Parish Life Committee is to 

coordinate activities that promote building caring relationships between parish members, 

leading to welcoming of visitors and/or new members and assisting all parish members to 

become active in the parish,ò said Judy. ñOver the last few years we have established some 

traditional activities that bring the congregation together in fellowship, however we struggle 

to maintain an active committee.ò Judy said one of the goals for the coming year is to  

recruit members to participate on the committee.  We are especially lacking representation 

from members 20 to 40 years of age.  

Judy grew up in the middle of Iowa on a family farm. She and Duke married in 1970. They 

have 2 wonderful children. Caleb is married to Teri and they have 3 delightful children 

Ashley, Kyle and Rebecca. Their daughter, Julie, is a computer engineer, single and living in 

Cincinnati.  

Judy has worked as a nurse since she was 20. Over the years she has continued her  

education, completed a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Certificate program in 1981 and in 

2005, a Masters of Public Health. Currently she works at Dr. Aziz 20 hours a week as a 

Nurse Practitioner. I miss working with pediatric patients and would love to work as a  

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner.  

Outside of work, you will likely find Judy with her grandchildren. She also loves to garden. 

She enjoys reading, crafts and sewing.                                                     

              Blessings, Dan Burris        

Parish Life Goals 
Continue to track expenses 

to aid in budget preparation.   

Continue development of 

summary sheet for each 

event that identifies key 

planning activities and costs 

to aid in future planning.   

Assess the needs of young 

families in parish. Develop 

quarterly activity based on 

the assessment.   

Recruit a parish life member 

from the 20-40 yr age group.   

Encourage the use of  

non- disposables for events 

held at church. Currently, 

we remain an un-green 

church. 

2 years out:  Development of 

small group social activities 

(could be going to 

community event together, 

small in-home gathering).  

3 years out:  Increase our 

health promotion activities, 

add BP checks to the blood 

drive breakfasts, talks, news 

letter articles, walking group 

etc. 

5-10 years out:  Remodel of 

kitchen to facilitate cooking 

for larger events i.e., 

commercial dishwasher, 

commercial refrigerator, 

separate freezer, and 

commercial stove.  

 

Judy Anderson   
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Christmas Cantata  


